[Vasopressin effect and pathophysiological analysis on postprandial hypotension].
In order to clarify the effect of arginine vasopressin (AVP) on postprandial hypotension (PPH) in patients with multiple system atrophy, a loading test of 75 g glucose in 225 ml water was performed during infusion of AVP (0.3 U/min). AVP (0.3 U/min) infusion prior to the loading was significantly effective for PPH in all patients: PPH following to oral intake of glucose was completely prevented. We conclude that infusion of AVP maintained circulating systemic blood volumes by reduced portal venous flow (after a reduction of portal venous inflow) as a result of vasoconstrictive effect of AVP on the splanchnic vessels in patients with PPH.